Wrexham
glyndWr

UNIVERSITY

MODULE SPECIFICATION PROFORMA

Module Title: | Play and the Environment Level: | 7 \C/:;Fude'F 30
Is this a
f I
Module code: | EDM717 new Yes ggi?\%?egllgggd? N/A
module? '
Cost .
Centre(s): GAPE JACS3 code: X370
With effect
from: September 17
. . . Module .

School: Social & Life Sciences Leader: Alison Woolf
Scheduled learning and teaching hours 30 hrs
Guided independent study 270 hrs
Placement 0 hrs
Module duration (total hours) 300 hrs
Programme(s) in which to be offered Core | Option
MA Play, Policy and Practice v O

U [

O |
Pre-requisites
None
Office use only
Initial approval: ~ August17
APSC approval of modification: Version: 1



https://www.hesa.ac.uk/support/documentation/jacs/jacs3-detailed

Wrexham
glyndWr

UNIVERSITY MODULE SPECIFICATION PROFORMA

Module Aims

The module aims are:

To engage students in a critical debate on the frames of reference that may inform or
dictate the existing discourses on how environments support or inhibit play, with
particular reference to the experience of children and young people.

To engage the students in the task of critically examining some of the contemporary
perspectives on the understanding of cultural and political practices and beliefs that
impact on the development and use of environments and the impact of this on play.
To engage students in the task of critically examining contemporary, diverse theories
of space and how these may inform policy and practice for supporting development and
wellbeing

To engage students in the task of critically examining the responsibility of those in
various professional roles for designing shared spaces and community places with
consideration of potentials for play and playfulness.

To engage students in personal reflection on their own use of places and spaces for
recreation and leisure and for solitary and social play.

Intended Learning Outcomes

Key skills for employability

KS1
KS2
KS3
KS4
KS5
KS6
KS7
KS8
KS9

KS10

Written, oral and media communication skills
Leadership, team working and networking skills
Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills
Information technology skills and digital literacy
Information management skills

Research skills

Intercultural and sustainability skills

Career management skills

Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self-
management)

Numeracy

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills

space and place from a variety of theoretical perspectives,
and consider the impact of dominant political and cultural KS3
theories and structures on the built and the natural
environment. KS4

Engage in a critical analysis of the understanding of the terms | (g, KS7

Discuss and critically evaluate the relationship between KS1 KS6
spaces and places that support playing and/or playfulness,

2 | and the resilience and wellbeing of communities and wider KS4 KS7

society

KS5 KS10

KS2 KS8
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Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of how your KS3 KS9
own frame of reference informs how you develop existing and
new environments to afford for increased and enriched
opportunities for play. KS7
Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the practices | KS2 KS8

4 and policies in the workplace and the wider context that KS3
impact on the emergence or development of environments
that support or constrain play. KS7

Transferable skills and other attributes

Anti-discriminatory practice base;
Communication skills;

Presentation skills;

Critical evaluation of approaches and debates;
Academic writing skills and study skills;
Development of reflexivity.

Derogations

Not applicable

Assessment:

Indicative assessments:

1. An individual presentation that demonstrates knowledge and understanding of how
your own relationship to play impacts on how you experience places and spaces that
enable or inhibit your tendency to play and playfulness, and how this may impact on
your working practices.

2. Acreative exploration and reflective account of a personal experience of play in relation
to place or space.

3. An essay that demonstrates a breadth of knowledge of how play supports social
engagement and wellbeing and how the impact of current policies, practices and
legislation on spaces and places may support or exclude the emergence of play.

Assessment (L)Eiftlgnmges to | Type of assessment Weighting Duration zNord .coluntt.f
- or equivalent i
number be met (%) (if exam) appropriate)
1 3 Presentation 25% 20 mins 2,000
2 4 Reflective Practice 25% 1’5(.)0
equivalent
3 1,2 Essay 50% 2,500
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Learning and Teaching Strategies:

Teaching & learning will consist of a variety of face to face lectures, whole class and small
group seminars, demonstrations, workshops, guided study and workplace learning.

The module will be delivered using an interactive, reflective approach drawing upon the
experiences of the participants. Peer learning and peer review are important aspects of this
module. The use of the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is also encouraged through
activities, forums and discussion groups. This is a work-based learning module during which
learners will be engaging with an extensive range of appropriate literature in order to critically
evaluate practice during their research project.

Syllabus outline:

e Examination of National and International play policy- to include UNCRC Article 17;
Welsh Government Play Sufficiency Duty and Reports and Processes responding to
the Duty.

¢ Introduction to ideas of space, place and lines from various theoretical perspectives,
to include theories of space as co-produced.

e Critical reflection on theories of spaces, to include relational, psychological and
physical environments as well as virtual & cyber space, and how they relate to play
opportunities.

¢ Introduction to the latest knowledge and understanding of conditions which support
the emergence of play and playfulness, and allow them to flourish.

e Examination of national and local initiatives in play with particular consideration of the
role of space and place.

e Exploration of places and spaces where play appears to flourish and any links to
contemporary theories of well-being

e Consideration of the role of play in space and in place in addressing some of the key
issues of development in adolescence

¢ Reflection on play in shared spaces and how it impacts on inclusion and wellbeing,
from theoretical and experiential perspectives.

¢ An examination of literature on how play outdoors affects physical development,
social inclusion and emotional states.

e Examination of ways the responses of society and culture to the emergence and
habituation of play in shared spaces impacts onindividuals and on wider
communities.

e An examination of ways in which the provision of dedicated spaces for play has a role
in some of the current health issues evident in contemporary government agendas

e An examination of ways in which the provision of dedicated play spaces has a role in
some of the current social issues evident in contemporary government agendas

e Experiential opportunities to engage with a variety of play spaces.
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